
Vanlife Phone Hotspot Script (2 min. explainer) 
 

Scene Narrative Visual 

1 Your project is due at 5:00, 
and you’re just barely going 
to make it.  

1. Title: Wifi for Vanlife 
 
2. Person working on a laptop 
inside a conversion van (MS) 

2 That is, until the 
campground’s wifi goes out. 

1. Image of symbol for “no 
wifi connection.” (CS) 
 
2. Quick zoom in and out, 
twice, as if the symbol is 
growing and shrinking. 
 

3 You want the freedom of 
vanlife. But you also want 
reliable Wifi. 
 

Split screen: 
 
Left side: Person playing 
frisbee on the beach with 
conversion van in distance. 
(LS) 
 
Right side: Person inside 
conversion van, watching a 
movie on a laptop. (MS) 

4 You can have your own 
source of reliable high-speed 
Wifi in your home on the 
road. 

Right side of previous scene 
now covers full screen, slight 
widening of shot. 

5 In this video, we’ll explain 
how to use your phone as a 
hotspot. This is a 
super-simple option that will 
work well for most vanlifers. 

Cellphone in a person’s hand. 
(CS) 

6 To use your phone as a 
hotspot, check your mobile 
contract. Is it allowed? If it’s 
not allowed, you might need 
to purchase an add-on to 
your plan. 

Image of cellphone contract 
language regarding hotspots, 
with relevant section circled 
in red. (CS) 
 
Text at bottom of screen:  
Look for “hotspot” or 
“tethering.” 

7 Check your data allowance. If 
you think you’ll need more 

Image of cellphone contract 
language regarding data limit, 



once your phone is your Wifi 
source, go ahead and add it. 

with relevant section circled 
in red. (CS) 

8 Once you’ve checked on 
these two things and have 
your plan all set up for using 
your phone as a hotspot, all 
you need to do is turn on your 
phone’s hotspot capability. 

Person looking at a cellphone 
screen. (MS) 

9 Open “settings” and find 
“hotspot.” Depending on what 
phone you have, it also might 
be called “tethering.” You 
may need to go into the 
“cellular” or “Wifi” submenu to 
find it.  

Text reading:  
Here are some of the things 
the Wifi submenu might be 
called: 

● Cellular 
● Wifi 
● Connections 
● Network & Internet 

10 Toggle the switch to “on.” Image of a hotspot switch 
toggled to the “on” position, 
circled in red. (CS) 

11 The phone will generate a 
password for you 

Image of a phone-generated 
password, circled in red. (CS) 

12 Write this password down, 
because you’ll need it later. 

Person writing on a scrap of 
paper. (MS) 

13 That’s pretty much it! Person looking happy, 
relieved, cellphone in hand. 
(LS) 

14 When you’re using a device 
that needs Wifi, just log in 
using your phone’s network 
and the password you wrote 
down. 

Person logging into a Wifi 
network on a laptop. (CS) 

15 Now you’re ready to work 
AND play out on the open 
road. 

1. Person inside a conversion 
van playing a video game on 
a laptop. (MS) 
 
Zoom out to: 
2. Van parked at the beach. 
 

 


